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Source for Dimock's emergency water 
disputes Cabot arsenic claim 
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PNBy DONALD GILLILAND, The Patriot-News 
P Photo/Jacqueline LarmaProtesters stand in front of the Academy ofNatural Sciences in 
Philadelphia before an appearance by Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator 
Lisa Jackson Friday Jan. 13, 2012. Residents ofthe small northeastern Pennsylvania town of 
Dimock, at the center of the political fight over natural gas drilling, joined environmental 
activists from elsewhere to rally Friday outside a conference on urban environmental issues. 

Another party has entered the protracted squabble over the Environmental Protection Agency's 
decision to do its own tests of water in Dimock, allegedly fouled by Cabot Oil & Gas drilling 
in the Marcellus Shale. 

Pennsylvania American Water has countered Cabot's recent claim that arsenic readings came 
from the Pennsylvania American public water supply in Montrose rather than the water in 
Dimock. 

"We test for arsenic in all Of our water systems," said Susan Turcmanovich, spokeswoman for 
Pennsylvania American Water. 

"We have had no detection of arsenic in any <;>four tests" since at least 2006, she said. 

And Turcmanovich clarified: "no detection means zero." 

"Any detection at all would be listed on our water quality report, and anything above 1 Oug!L 
would require public notification," she said. 

Turcmanovich supplied several years of reports to verify her claim. 

The EPA recently issued a letter in response to Cabot, but it did not address the specific claim 
that some of the samples it relied on for its decision did not come from Dimock. 

Cabot spo~esman George Stark said the information the company ~as on the tests - which were 
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apparently done by Dimock residents- indicates "that the water they tested was not from their 
well- it was from the water that was provided to them. The reading was what it was." 

Turcmanovich, who has been attempting to correct stories in several newspapers around the state 
that reported on Cabot's criticism of the EPA, said Thursday, "We did learn that the sample 
Cabot is referring to was taken from a water buffalo providing potable water to one of the 
residences in Dimock." 

She said, "That water was taken by a private contractor from a service in our system, transported 
to the residence, and then placed in the water buffalo. We are likewise reaching out to Cabot with 
numerous questions regarding the sampling, lab testing, and the contractor hauling the water." 

Stark said, "This is what is really frustrating when you use one data point to create a conclusion. 
We're trying to show it's an error because it doesn't even come from their ground water." 

Pennsylvania regulators held Cabot responsible for methane migrating into the water supply, but 
said no chemical from drilling had contaminated the water. A subsequent independent study by 
researchers at Duke University confirmed that finding. Some resident in Dimock, however, 
believe otherwise and have been petitioning the EPA to intervene. 

The EPA recently announced it would do its own testing, and said it would supply emergency 
water to four homes where tests raised concerns. The water being supplied to those residents 
come from the Pennsylvania American Water system in Montrose. 
Roy Seneca 
EPA Region 3 Press Officer 
Office of Public Affairs 
seneca. roy@epa. gov 
(215) 814-5567 
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Water utility rebuts Cabot arsenic claims 
By Laura Legere (Staff Writer) 
Published: February 3, 2012 

Pennsylvania American Water released six years of test results showing no evidence of arsenic at 
its Montrose public water supply on Thursday after a natural gas driller said this week that a 
Dimock Twp. water sample showing high levels of the chemical originated from the Montrose 
system. 

Annual samples taken at the Lake Montrose treatment plant between Feb. 6, 2006, and June 1, 
2011, all show no detection of arsenic, which is known to cause cancer in humans. 

The water utility brought attention to the clean results Thursday to counter a claim by Cabot Oil 
and Gas Corp. this week that a water sample cited by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
in its investigation of gas drilling's impact on water supplies was trucked to Dimock from 
Montrose. 

Cabot raised the issue to criticize the foundation of the EPA's ongoing investigation in Dimock. 
The federal agency is conducting widespread water sampling and delivering replacement water to 
four homes as it tries to determine the source of several constituents of concern in Dimock well 
water, including arsenic, manganese, barium, glycols, sodium, phenol and the manufactured 
chemical commonly called DEHP. 

The contested sample contained arsenic at 37 micrograms per liter, or nearly four times the 
federal drinking water limit. 

Cabot said the EPA selectively cited or misinterpreted water quality data to reach a 
"predetermined" conclusion to justify its investigation- including mistaking replacement water 
delivered to backyard tanks for native Dimock well water. 

Pennsylvania American Water is now probing the source of Cabot's claims. 

"We have reached out to Cabot with numerous questions," spokeswoman Susan Turcmanovich 
said Thursday. The utility wants to know more about the water sampling, the chain of custody for 
the sample, the laboratory that performed the tests, the private coli.tractor that hauled the water, 
and how the results were reported, she said: 

Cabot spokesman George Stark said he believes the water sample was taken from a bulk water 
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tank or "buffalo" that was filled with public water from Montrose, but he said Cabot is "pulling 
all our records" and could not provide further details on Thursday. 

He said Cabot received the information request from Pennsylvania American Water and plans to 
discuss findings with the company today. 

He alse painted the dispute as further evidence of flaws in the EPA's protocols. 

"I think this illustrates the point we made in our statement," he said. "One data point is not 
indicative of the quality of water. You need multiple readings." 

Contact the writer: llegere@timesshamrock.com 

Roy Seneca 
EPA Region 3 Press Officer 
Office of Public Affairs 
seneca.roy@epa.gov 
(215) 814-5567 
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